. Ayotte P, Carrier G, Dewailly E. Health risk assessment for Inuit new-borns exposed to dioxin-like compounds through breast-feeding. Chemosphere 32(3):531-542 (1996 (7) . This intensive cultivation is protected against pests by the use of large amounts of pesticides, frequently used without the basic required safety measures. Moreover, acute intoxication by pesticides is one of the most well-documented health problems in our area. In addition, exposure to agrochemicals in women working in intensive agriculture presents a special situation because bioaccumulated pesticides can be mobilized during pregnancy and lactation.
Second, the endocrine-disrupting effects of pesticides in several animal species has been well documented (8) . Some hypotheses suggest that this effect may also extend to humans (9) . Because the exposure to these substances in the Poniente area is very high, the implications of their effects on human health is a matter of great concern. But this is not a local problem because pesticides are commonly used all over the world.
It is urgent that we investigate the possible causal links between pesticides and health effects, particularly those affecting human reproduction and embrionic and fetal development. Are 
